Amacari Experience, Bolivia
August 14-28, 2001
Amacari is a small village on a peninsula in the
southern end of Lake Titicaca, Bolivia (altitude
3,820 meters). In 1999 and 2000, the
residents of Amacari and Quaker Bolivia Link
(QBL) constructed an 8-room clinic to serve
Amacari and the surrounding communities.
The area has a population of approximately
8,000 and up to now there were no medical
facilities. In August 2001, Frank Yung, a
classmate and friend of 25 years, and I
volunteered to run the first dental programme
in the Amacari clinic.
Our trip evolved over a period of eight
months. The purpose of the Youth Service
Bolivia Project was to involve teens from
our community in an intercultural service
project that would provide a useful service
to the community and challenge the
participants physically, mentally, and
spiritually. We guided/encouraged the
participants, sought additional adult
leaders, organized meetings and finances,
contacted Canadian Friends Service
Committee, Friends’ meetings and the
Bolivian Embassy to assist and advise.
Youth Service Bolivia Project group
We also approached hospitals, medical
and pharmaceutical suppliers for equipment and supplies, and worked on the arrangements for
our stay in Bolivia. Contacts in Bolivia included Jerry Clarkson, an INELA (Iglesia Nacional
Evangelico de Los Amigos) missionary for the past 5 years, Hillario Quispe, Daniel Ticona,
Bernabe Yujra, local INELA leaders and Dr. Stanley Blanko, the medical advisor for the Amacari
clinic. Ken and Pam Barrett, the organizers of QBL were also supportive of our project.
In the midst of all our preparations, events in Bolivia were changing drastically. Farmers,
miners and coca growers banded together to organize strikes and roadblocks that prevented
passage to/from La Paz. Fair political representation, wages, infrastructure and American
involvement in coca eradication in Bolivia were all at the root of these protests. After several
weeks of uncertainty, we collectively decided that it was not wise to proceed with a youth project
during a time of civil unrest. Youth Service Bolivia Project was therefore laid down. A last ditch
effort to arrange a similar service project in another country also proved unsuccessful. Three
weeks prior to our planned departure date the blockades were lifted and while the time was too
short to restart the entire project, Frank Yung and I decided we would still go.
Three hundred pounds of supplies, including most of the donated equipment, a rainbow
assortment of donated soccer uniforms and 2 balls were carefully divided among 4 trunks.
Necessity, weight, fragility, versatility and capacity to absorb transport shock determined what went
where to a strict maximum of 74.9 lbs. Anything over 75 lbs could result in a rejected trunk during
the peak season!

Jerry and Kerri Clarkson were our hosts and guides through our acclimatization days in La
Paz. Jerry’s skills at negotiating through the thickest La Paz traffic were matched only by his
sense of humour while doing so and by his devotion to his work as teacher and missionary. His
knowledge of the country, key people within INELA and the people of Amacari were invaluable. It
opened our eyes to both the beauty of the country and it’s people as well as the harshness of their
circumstances.
The clinic at Amacari was a beautiful and practical building of adobe and whitewash
construction, with bright windows, tiled floors, running water, electricity and a kitchen. There were
no furnishings in the clinic, so tables and benches on loan from the villagers gave us work
surfaces, a pressure cooker on a gas stove served as sterilizer and camping headlights provided
illumination in dark oral cavities. Flattened cardboard boxes and air mattresses kept us from the
cold floor at night, the roosters woke us at dawn and Gladys and Christina Ticona cooked up a
storm to keep us well fed and working. Betty and Jerry stationed themselves strategically for
registration, crowd control and translation. The cases of local anaesthetic and donated surgical
equipment allowed us to perform the much-needed extractions. High sugar and pop consumption
together with a lack of understanding and tools for oral hygiene resulted in severe rampant decay
throughout the population, young and old alike. Many people presented with 5-10 teeth that
needed extraction and as many teeth that needed restoring. Hopefully equipment and personnel
will be available in the near future to allow for the repair rather than just extraction of teeth. Further
donations of supplies, equipment and funds are needed. Equally important is the presence of
local, trained, healthcare workers and volunteers with medical/dental experience who could
provide health education and services on an ongoing basis to assist the people of Amacari and the
surrounding villages.

For a project such as the Amacari Clinic to happen, there must be people with visions and
dreams, there must be people who sit in meetings for hours on end to plan out the details and
raise funds, and there must be people who gather the stones and the earth and make the
structure. We had the privilege to be part of this process, to get a small glimpse of another way of
life and to serve a people who are indeed close to the earth. For this we are grateful. We thank
the local people such as the Ticonas, the Clarksons, Dr. Blanko and the villagers for their help and
appreciate the organizational efforts of QBL and CFSC. We also thank the dental supply
companies, hospitals and University of Toronto for their generous contributions of equipment and
supplies. We hope that in the future, other people from both Bolivian and international
communities will take the opportunity to serve and at the same time appreciate a different rhythm
of life.
Rolf Kreher
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